Flexible Funding Q&A
· Q: Do we have to have links to a University to apply for funding?
A: The main lead needs to be an academic working for a university or other organisation. Non-academic organisations can apply as partners, but not as project lead. If you have an idea for a project please find an academic partner. Where needed we as BW4A can try and match you with an academic if you don’t have the right contacts.


· Q: Although funding goes to UK academic, can we have international collaborators?
A: Yes you can. The main lead needs to be based in the UK, where the awarded funding will go to and be managed by.


· Q: Are the amounts mentioned in the awards 100% FEC or 80% FEC
A: The amounts stated are the full 100% FEC of the proposed project. As applicant you would only receive the 80% of this amount, similar to most EPSRC awards. So for example the Single disciplinary award up to £40K means that the successful applicant would receive £32K.


· Q: What is meant by cross disciplinary, do any disciplines qualify?
A: For example it could be the involvement of chemical, biological, civil engineering, social science and AI. Normally not from one department.


· Q: How is the anonymous peer review managed for the EOI? Specifically, are applicants expected to remove all identifying information (such as names and institutional affiliations) from the document prior to submission?
A: At the EoI stage there is no double blind review – this only happens at the full proposal stage. In the EoI phase the network managers and possibly the network’s Executive Board are involved in selecting those applications which will be invited to submit a full proposal. However, if there is a conflict of interest in the EoI selecting stage (for example if the application is from a University of Surrey academic, this application won’t be assessed by a UoS academic)


· Q: What are the eligible expenses? Do they include teaching buyout for investigators?
A: Staff time is eligible expenses, and indirect cost. While teaching buyout may be different for each academic institution, it will depend on the applicant’s own institution’s policy.


· Q: Is it mandatory to supply a letter of support from an industry partner for the EOI stage, or could it be supplied at the full application stage if an EOI application is accepted?
A: A letter of support is only required at full proposal stage. However, you could mention the support in your EoI proposal.


· Q: Can DI costs be covered (e.g. postdoc Co-Investigator who does not have a permanent contract).
A: Yes.


· Q: Do proposals have to be solely UK focused?
A: No, but it should be clear that the study outcomes could also be applicable to UK or wider.


· Q: Do partners need to be network members?
A: We ask for all partners in the project to be network members. Where this causes potential issues please contact us for a case by case assessment.


· Q: Does the funding pay for the time worked on the project by either academic or postdoc?
A: Work time should be part of the costings estimated in your EoI proposal. However, how this is paid within your organisation is different per institution so please liaise with your research finance team at time of full proposal.


· Q: Are the time windows for the 3 types of funding flexible?
A: A change from the guidance document provided please note that the minimum duration requirement has been taken away. Only the maximum time duration is valid. (so either 6 months maximum for short study and 12 months maximum for other two)

